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Synopsis

On the twentieth anniversary of its publication, this volume reprints and expands upon what has
become a beloved photobook classic. Inspired by the striking dress codes of various social groups,
Rotterdam-based photographer Ari Versluis and profiler Ellie Uyttenbroek have been systematically
documenting the group identities they have encountered on the streets of cities around the world
since 1994. They call their series Exactitudes, as a contraction of "exact" and "attitude." By
presenting their subjects in an identical frameworka each member of a group is posed similarly
against a white grounda <Versluis and Uyttenbroek create an almost scientific record of people’s
attempts to distinguish themselves from others by assuming a group identity, manifested in a strict
dress code. Simultaneously rigorously documentary and artistic, the project tests the apparent
contradiction between individuality and uniformity, subverts the idea of "street style" and disrupts
conventions of documentary street photography (the series has been called "August Sander and
EugA“ne Atget turned on their heads by Bernd and Hilla Becher" by photographer and critic Gil
Blank). For this twentieth-anniversary edition, Versluis and Uyttenbroek have produced 19 new
series. The subcultures of Rotterdam’s heterogeneous street scene remain a major source of
inspiration for them, although they have also visited St. Petersburg, Zurich, Milan, Beijing, Rio de

Janeiro, Casablanca, Praia (Cabo Verde), New York, Bordeaux, London and Paris.
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Customer Reviews

really cool book. each page (and there are over 150) features a set of 12 people all dressed very



similar to one another. there are variations of dress and how people attempt to be unique in their
clothing choices. but, by pairing the people into groups you can see that PEOPLE ARE NOT
UNIQUE! the book very clearly shows that people are conformists more than anything else, and that
even the most 'unique’ clothing choices make you look just like another group of folks who gravitate
to that look as well. it's fun to see this. and if you do want to stand out the only way is with extremely
bold patterns and prints; those were the only photos in the book where the individuals looked fairly
unique and didn’t comform as much. monochrome = you will always look like everyone around you

whether you realize it or not.
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